
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POWER FROM HEAVEN 
MARCHES VICTORIOUS TO THE 

ENDS OF THE EARTH 
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THE ASCENSION OF 

OUR LORD 
 

May 21/22, 2022 
 

This morning’s focus:   Power from heaven marches 
victorious to the ends of the earth.  When the 

Church gathers, it regularly remembers Christ's ascension. The words "He ascended into 
heaven" are found in all three ecumenical creeds which we use to confess our faith. In addition, 
the Church sets aside a day each year on which this event takes center stage. This is for good 
reason. Jesus' ascension marked the fact that his work was complete. Never again will a sacrifice 
for sin need to be made. However, Jesus' ascension also marks that his work is just beginning. 
Through the Church Jesus now proclaims forgiveness throughout the world. The Church consists 
of people like us who are often weak and timid witnesses for Christ. So Jesus promised to send 
us his Spirit to give us power from heaven, that we might take the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. 
 
 

Series Theme:  Victorious.  To the world he seemed like a defeated man:  opposed and killed by his 
enemies, his followers scattered in fear.  Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the 
dead.  Nothing would ever be the same.  The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ.  
During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory.  We are more 
than fans cheering for our favorite athlete!  Rather, we are active participants in Christ's triumph.  Just 
as his death was our death, so also his life is our life.  Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now 
hidden with him on high.  The victory is ours, now and forever.  
 
 

April 17 Life marches victorious over death    Easter Sunday 
April 23/24 Witness marches victorious over restraint   Easter 2 
April 30/May 1 Sight marches victorious over blindness   Easter 3 
May 7/8 Fulfilled works march victorious over empty words  Easter 4 
May 14/15 Selfless love marches victorious over self-glorification  Easter 5 
May 21/22 Heavenly power marches victorious to the ends of the earth Ascension 
May 28/29 Unity marches victorious in diversity    Easter 7 
June 4/5 The Spirit marches victorious through the Word  Pentecost 

  
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 

525 63rd Street, Downers Grove 
630-852-1519 
www.gsdg.org 

http://www.gsdg.org/
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We Come into the Presence of God 
 

 

Pre-service Saxophone Solo:  "Worthy"     by Furtick, Brown & Brock     Arr. by Mark Rippe 

                                                   Saxophone - Riley Bowditch 

                                                   Accompanist - Paula Danekas 

 

Musical Introduction 

This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping 

your God.  

 

 

Rite of Baptism                                                                                                                   5:30 pm 

 

 

Hymn: 474 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, abr., alt. 
Tune: adapt. Richard Redhead, 1820–1901; Pierre de Corbeille, d. 1221 



4 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

Hymn: 474 Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, abr., alt. 
Tune: adapt. Richard Redhead, 1820–1901; Pierre de Corbeille, d. 1221 
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We Listen 
 

 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 

began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented 

himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 

alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 

spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are 

you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 

the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 

when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking 

into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 

into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.” 
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Psalm of the Day 47A 

God has gone up with a shout,  

the LORD with the sound of the trumpet. 

 Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

For the LORD Most High is awesome, 

    the great King over all the earth. 

God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne.    
  

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen.    
 

 

 

 

Second Reading Revelation 19:11–16 

 11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 

Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, and 

on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 

himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The 

armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white 

and clean. 15Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 

“He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what 

my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 

high.” 

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

 

Children's Message 
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Hymn of the Day: 472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing sts. 1–4 
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Sermon 

 

We Respond 
 

Offering 

If you would like to give an offering, there is an offering plate by the back door of church. 

 If you are a guest in our church, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering.  

You enrich us simply by being here. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: 472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: tr. composite; The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 

 

 

In the early 700s AD, there lived an English churchman known to history as the Venerable Bede.  
He was the great teacher of the middle ages, the man who divided history into AD and BC, the 
first great historian of the English language and a devout man of God.  On May 25, 735 AD, on 
the great Ascension Vigil, Bede finished his translation of the Gospel of John into Old English.   
Then, on that day of Ascension, he died.  He is the author of “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing.” 
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Everyone is welcome to join us for BLAST 
(Believe, Learn and Seek Truth), our Sunday 
morning Children's Ministry.  We begin each 
Sunday at 9:15a in the library at the end of the 
school hallway.  Email BLAST@gsdg.org  
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It is the mission of 

 

 

 
Good Shepherd 

 
to 
 

Seek the Lost 
Feed the Flock and 

Serve our Savior 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches 
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-
wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as well 
as in Mexico and Canada.  The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries 
through world mission work.  We are united in faith and teaching with the other 
churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies 
throughout the world.   
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Serving in Worship 
 

Pastor:  Jon Bergemann 
Organist:  Paula Danekas 
Ushers:  Andy Rush, Dan Schindler, 
 and Bill Merchantz 
AV Team:  Bob Reichert, Joe Garetto,  

and Kristen Reynolds 
 

 

Contact Information 
 

Pastor Jon Bergemann  
Office:  630.852.1519 

 Email:  pastor.bergemann@gsdg.org 
 
   Admin Principal Barb Koch 
 Cell phone: 630.209.2242 
 School office 630.852.5081 
 Email: bkoch@gsdg.org 

 
Church Secretary Jennifer Reynolds 

Church office:  630.852.1519 
 School office:  630.852.5081 
 Cell phone:  630.399.3648 
 Office Email:  office@gsdg.org 
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